Metals
There are many different metals in use today. Some are suitable o metal crafts, others are too difficult to work and are more suited for use in industry. Copper is a good metal to begin working with because it is softer than most other metals and it has a pink colour which will polish to a bright decorative shine. Copper is very workable or malleable and so cam be formed into complex shapes and drawn into thin wires. It can be hammered or bent easily. Brass is am alloy of copper and is a yellow coloured metal which has many of the qualities of copper. It is also good for crafts.

Other materials like tinplate, steel and iron are metals more suited to constructions where strength is needed. Used tin cams are a good source of tinplate for models like boats and water wheels. Silver and gold are expensive metals which jewellers and silversmiths use. They are beautiful materials and to work with them is very rewarding because of their lustre and colour. You should begin by working in copper and brass, and try silver when you have achieved some skills.

Man has been interested in metal as a material for making things ever since it was first discovered. Primitive man first noticed metal as shiny pieces of gold in rivers and creeks. He also noticed metal in the ashes of his camp fires, the heat of the fire had melted metal from rocks and stones and it had cooled in the ashes. It wasn't long before man realized the benefits metal had over stone. He could make tools which would be strong and stay sharp. He could hammer out metal into thin sheets, and form cups and bowls or he could melt metal into moulds of sand to form. axes and knives of superior quality to his stone ones.

Egyptian and Mesopotamian civilizations developed methods of casting, soldering and forming metal so that they were able to produce both functional and beautiful objects. Because these first metals, like gold and copper and bronze, do mot deteriorate easily many objects have survived to the present day. Historians and archeologists have been able to rediscover the ways in which early civilizations lived by studying these early pieces of metalwork. Museums have many pieces of early metal work which we cam look at.

Because metal was rare and precious, shiny and long lasting, Pharaohs, kings and wealthy people had beautiful articles made to adorn their lives-rings and necklaces, cups and bowls, crowns and necklaces. Because metal was strong and workable, long lasting and decorative, horsemen and soldiers, workers and householders had functional objects made for use and to enrich their lives. Metal was in great demand and mew metal such as lead, silver and iron were found and used.

From these early beginnings metalwork has developed into a broad range of special crafts - goldsmithing, silversmithing, copperbeating, wrought iron work, blacksmithimg, pewterwork and tinsmithimg.

Craftsmen working in metal have produced jewellery and body ornaments, vessels and hollow ware, cutlery and swords, forged gates and fences, cast ornaments and sculptures.

Today metal cam be cast, beaten, raised, or flattened and forged, soldered and welded, screwed or riveted, drawn into wires or rolled flat into sheets. It can be machined or drilled, highly polished or scratched, etched or engraved. It is often coloured with enamel or chemicals and embellished with attached decoration of stones and gems.
1. What different kinds of metals are there and what are their qualities?

2. What did primittive men use metal for?

3. What kinds of items made of metal did kings, rich people, horsemen, soldiers, workers and  housewives use?`

4. Name some crafts which have developed out of metalwork?

5. What can you do with metals? List verbs:

